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Presentation Notes
Thank you for having me.  

My name is Jennifer Rogers, and I am the Director of Student Financial Aid for the state.  

The state aid office administers all the student financial aid programs that are funded by the state.  



Primary Undergraduate Grants
Need: HELP – Higher Education Legislative Plan Grant 

Requirements: MS Resident; FAFSA (Pell-eligible); Income; 
20 ACT; 2.5 GPA; HELP Core Curriculum; Full-time
Award: Full tuition for 4 years 

Residency: MTAG – Mississippi Tuition Assistance Grant
Requirements: MS Resident; NOT max Pell; 15 ACT; 2.5 GPA; 
Full-time
Award: F/S $500; J/S $1,000; 4 years

Merit: MESG – Mississippi Eminent Scholars Grant
Requirements: MS Resident; 29 ACT; 3.5 GPA; Full-time
Award: $2,500 for 4 years

www.msfinancialaid.org
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Presentation Notes
I’m not going to spend much time on the next three slides, but I do always like to provide a reminder of the basic state aid programs and requirements.





Other Undergraduate Grants
FAITH – Fostering Access and Inspiring True Hope 
Scholarship 

Requirements: MS Resident; FAFSA; Under Age 25; Meet 1 of 3 
Foster Youth Definitions; Maintain SAP and 2.0 GPA; Half-time
Award: Up to COA for 5 years  

LAW – MS Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters 
Scholarship

Requirements: MS Residency: Child (under age 23) or Spouse 
of Deceased/Disabled Officer or Firefighter; Maintain 2.5 GPA; 
Full-time
Award: Full tuition and housing; 4 years

NISS – Nissan Scholarship
www.msfinancialaid.org
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Other Programs
Graduate Loans:

CNDT – Critical Needs Dyslexia Therapy Forgivable Loan
SLPL – Speech-Language Pathologist Forgivable Loan
SREB – SREB Regional Contract Forgivable Loan –
Optometry

Loan Repayment: 
NULR – Nurse Retention Loan Repayment (licensed nurses)
WRTR – Winter-Reed Teacher Loan Repayment (licensed 
teachers)

www.msfinancialaid.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Budget News
FY 2025 Appropriation
FY 2026 Appropriation

FY 2026 Budget

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’m going to start with the boring budget stuff first, then we’ll move on.  



FY 2025 SFA Appropriation
Source Amount

SFA Appropriation: SB 3013
General Funds (Includes DE/DC) $ 51,952,895
Special Funds $   5,350,000
Reappropriated FY24 Funds $   2,000,000

Subtotal $ 59,302,895
Coronavirus Relief Funds for NULR $   5,385,824

TOTAL $ 64,688,719

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s get the boring budget update out of the way first. 

This is what we received for this past fiscal year, which ends on June 30, 2025.  

The Legislature appropriated $51.9 million in general funds, which we can spend on any program or administration.  
$5.35 million in Special funds, which includes collections as well as Education Enhancement funds that were specifically earmarked for FAITH and the Winter-Reed Teacher Loan Repayment Program. 
And another $2M in Reappropriated FAITH and Winter-Reed funds leftover from last year. 

The total regular SFA appropriation was $59.3M

Then, we also received federal coronavirus relief fund money for the Nurse Retention Loan Repayment program (NULR).
  
The total FY25 appropriation was $64.7 million, which was about $10M LESS than FY24.  And that is because the Legislature didn’t fund a second year of the Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Scholarship as you are all well aware.   



FY 2026 SFA Appropriation - ????
Source Amount

SFA Appropriation: SB 3009 (DEAD)
General Funds $ 47,234,949
FY24 & FY 25 General Funds Carryover $   5,622,837
Special Funds $   8,361,000
Reappropriated FY 25 Special Funds $      250,000

Subtotal $ 61,468,786
Coronavirus Relief Funds for NULR $   4,400,000

TOTAL $ 65,868,786
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Presentation Notes
Now let’s talk about next year – FY26

Unfortunately, we don’t know what our budget will look like, because our Legislators didn’t play very nicely together in the sandbox this past year, and they concluded the Session without passing a state budget.  

Just as a reminder about how the budgeting process works, each summer we submit a budget request for the following fiscal year.  So, in July of 2024, we submitted the FY 2026 MBR. Then each spring near the end of the Legislative session, we provide our best projections to the Legislature regarding our real need for the upcoming fiscal year.  

So, what I’m showing you here is what we told the Legislature we would need to fully fund all authorized programs.  

This is actually slightly less than what was included in the Senate version of the SFA appropriation bill before the bill died in conference.  So, if we come out somewhere between this and what the Legislative Budget Office proposed, we’ll be in really good shape. 

We actually requested less general fund appropriations than we received last year, because we did not spend all of our appropriations in FY24 and we are not going to spend it all in FY25 either, so we have all of that money to carry over - it just has to be appropriated. 

You may be wondering why we didn’t spend all the money, and it is because HELP awards have been way down for both of the last two years.  I’m going to come back to that in just a little bit. 
So, we have requested $47.2 million in new general funds, which we can spend on any program or administration.  
We’ve also requested authority to spend $5.6 million in general funds that are being carried over from FY24 and FY25.
We’re requesting $8.4 million in Special funds, which includes collections as well as Education Enhancement Funds specifically earmarked for FAITH and the Winter-Reed Teacher Loan Repayment Program. 
And another $250K in Reappropriated FAITH and Winter-Reed EEF funds leftover from this year. 

The total regular SFA appropriation we’re requesting is $61.5M

Then, we also have about $4.4M (or probably a bit less) of the federal coronavirus relief money that we’re spending on NULR. 
 
The total requested appropriation is $65.9 million, which is about $1.2M more than last year, even though we are actually requesting less “new” money this year.    



FY 2026 Budget
Allocation Projected 

Awards Projected Amount 

Total Administration $      1,419,680 
MTAG 17,216 $    10,071,068 
MESG 3,919 $      9,111,443 
HELP 4,585 $    33,822,972 

Total Grants 25,469 $    53,005,482 
Total Forgivable Loans & WRTR 472 $       2,882,624 
Total Other Programs 411 $       4,161,000 
NULR 400 $       4,400,000 

Total Programs 26,752 $     64,449,106 
TOTAL BUDGET 26,752 $     65,868,786

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is how we’re proposing to spend the funds. 

The first line is administration – salaries, contractual services, etc.   Those costs are fairly static and don’t change much from year to year. 

Next, we have our undergraduate grants.  These numbers typically do not change too much, but we’ve seen far fewer HELP awards over the last couple of years, and this past year we only awarded about 13,500 MTAG awards.  We’re expecting the HELP and MTAG numbers to rebound for 25-26 because of some changes I’ll tell you about soon. We’re looking to award about 25,470 grants worth $53 million. 

Now, after grants, we can award forgivable loans and Winter-Reed on a first-come, first-served basis with preference for renewals, as long as we have enough money.  

We lump Nissan, FAITH and LAW together under “Other Programs”. We are expecting to award a little over 400 students through these other programs at a cost of about $4.2M.  

We listed new nursing loan repayment program separately. We’ll spend most of the balance of this through then end of FY26, but we have until December 2026 to spend all of these funds, so we might have just a little bit of carryover into FY27. 

We anticipate a total of 26,750 awards and a total budget of $65.9M. 

Any questions about the budget before I move on? 



Budget & 
Award 

Process for
2025-2026 

Awards
After Disburse funds to institutions

September Receive enrollment files from institutions after 
classes start

July Make award offers to students and post award 
reports for institutions

June
Receive appropriation and create budgets; 
Receive grade files and tuition rates from 
institutions

April/May Receive appropriation and create budgets –
didn’t happen in 2025

October 1 Application opened

Presenter Notes
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I know you all want to know when we’ll be making awards for fall. I will go ahead and warn you - we will be later than usual this year, because of the state budget situation. 

Just as a reminder, this is what the award process looks like: 

The application opened October 1 of last year.  

Usually, we receive our appropriation and create budgets in April and May.  

In May and June, we will receive grade files (with Spring grades) from the institutions.  We MUST have these spring grade files to know how many returning students will keep their aid.  We also get tuition rates from schools. We can’t make HELP awards until we know tuition rates.  This year, we will likely have to wait for June or even early July to get tuition rates from a few colleges, since we may not even get our appropriation until June.   

We can typically start making award offers to students in mid to late June, but I can almost guarantee this will not happen until July this year.   

As soon as we start making award offers, we will start posting award reports on the share portal for institutions.  

Then, in September, after classes have started, each institution will send us an enrollment file.  

We will not send money to the institution until AFTER we receive the fall enrollment file.  



Policy and Other Updates

HELP Income Threshold Changes
Full-Time Enrollment Changes

FAITH Scholarship FAQs
Institutional ID Field on Reports
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Ok.  Let’s move on from the budget.   

I have a number of policy and other updates for you.  




HELP 
Income 

Threshold 
Changes

$42,500 Income Threshold in Code

Threshold Capped at $39,500 in 
Appropriation Bills

Threshold Cap Being Removed in 
FY 2026 Appropriation Bill

Change Will Increase Awards 
$2.5M for 350 Recipients

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, I mentioned earlier that HELP numbers were way down over the past two years. 

In 23-24, HELP Awards were down by 367 recipients, even though, Applications by the deadline were UP, Applicants meeting academic requirements were UP, and Applicants meeting EFC/SAI eligibility were UP.

After some additional research, we discovered that the primary reason recipients were down is because of students not meeting the income threshold of $39,500 for a family with one child, plus $5,000 for each additional child.   

We shared this with the Legislative Budget Office and asked if they could help us. 

Now, if you have ever taken the time to look, the state code for HELP lists an income threshold of $42,500, plus $5,000 for each additional child. 
So, you may be wondering why we still cap the income at $39,500. 

That is because every year, the income threshold is capped at $39,500 in the SFA Appropriation Bill. 

LBO agreed that this was not appropriate, since that is technically “legislating through appropriations” which is not legal, so the income threshold Cap is supposedly Being Removed in the FY 2026 Appropriation Bill.

If this actually happens, the change should increase Awards by about $2.5M for 350 Recipients.



Full-Time Enrollment Changes
• Undergraduate Grants Requiring Full-Time Enrollment: 

• MTAG
• MESG
• HELP
• LAW
• NISS

• Full-Time Enrollment Definition for State Aid:
• 15 Credit Hours per Term (since 2016-17)
• 12 Credit Hours per Term (beginning 2025-26)
• Eligible for renewal IF completed 12 Credit Hours in Spring

• Increase $2.55M for 3,800 students 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I also mentioned that MTAG recipients were way down this year – like 13,500 instead of the typical 17,500 – 18,000.  

We believe this is due to more students being max Pell eligible and therefore ineligible for MTAG, because we did NOT see a big change in the overall number of state aid applicants. 

I also said earlier that we expect MTAG numbers to rebound next year.  But why, since the federal formula isn’t changing again?  Well, it has nothing to do with Pell, and everything to do with hours.  

Way back in June 2016, the Board voted to change the definition of full-time from 12 credit hours to 15 credit hours per term for purposes of receiving state aid.  The change was prompted in part by a $10 million budget deficit for the 2016-2017 academic year.  The change also coincided with a statewide and national push for students to “Take 15” and “Finish in Four”.  

We didn’t want to make the change back then, and we have wanted to revert back to 12 hours ever since.  Obviously, you all know that for federal aid eligibility, full-time is defined as 12 credit hours per semester, so the alternate state aid eligibility requirement often creates confusion and establishes differing standards.  

Also, since changing the definition, many more students are taking dual enrollment and dual credit courses in high school.  Such courses allow students to take fewer courses each term and still complete a degree “on time” in the standard two- or four-year time frame.  We have also seen that heavy course load requirements can also discourage students from pursuing high demand STEM majors that often require students to take multiple science, mathematics, and engineering courses in a single term.

Since we are no longer experiencing budget deficits every year and we actually have a surplus, we figured now was a good time to ask the Board to revert to the original policy.  Beginning with the fall 2025, students will only be required to take and complete 12 credit hours each fall and spring to maintain eligibility for state aid.  

We are going to go ahead and continue eligibility for any student who only completed 12 hours this Spring of 2025. 

This also means that we will no longer need program exceptions for many of the programs with exceptions.  We are planning to do an audit of all the program exceptions this summer to see which ones may need to remain in place and which ones are no longer needed.  So, we’ll be getting more information out to you about that in the next couple of months. 

The anticipated cost of changing the definition would be approximately $2.5 million annually, and should impact about 3,800 students per year. 



FAITH 
FAQs

Q: Does FAITH cover study abroad?
A: No longer. No unnecessary education costs can be 
included in FAITH COA.

Q: Are students adopted out-of-state eligible?
A: No. Only foster youth adopted from MS CPS or a 
MS qualified living facility are eligible.

Q: Is the HH Allowance available for all FAITH students?
A: No. The HH Allowance is ONLY available at 
institutions that provide such accommodations. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FAITH FAQ’s:  FAITH is just now in its second year, so we wanted to share some of the questions we receive frequently. 

First, does FAITH cover study abroad or other educational expenses that may be more than the normal resident tuition?

It has in the past, but it will not do so moving forward.  We awarded over $30K to one student this year due to a study abroad program.  FAITH recipients can still participate in such programs, but they will need to secure other funding, because the state will only cover the rate of regular resident tuition. 

Next, are students adopted out of state eligible?  

No, the statute is clear that only students adopted from MS CPS custody or from a MS qualified living facility are eligible. 

Finally, is the Holiday Housing Allowance available for all FAITH students, even if the college doesn’t offer holiday housing.  

Unfortunately no, the statute is also clear that we are only able to provide this additional allowance for students at institutions where such housing is provided.  This is something we’re going to be talking to the Legislature about changing. 



Institutional ID Field on Reports

• Institutional ID field will be added to all SFA reports: Grade, 
Enrollment, Award, Disbursement

• Institution provides ID in designated field on SFA reports
• ID will be stored in Oracle
• When provided, ID will appear on all future SFA reports and in 

MAAPP

Presenter Notes
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I always ask you to let me know if there is a change we can make to MAAPP or the rules or our processes that would help you or make your jobs easier.  Well, this change is the result of one of those requests. 

Terry asked us last year, if we could store the institutional ID and display it on reports to help the schools identify students more easily than the last four of the SSN. 

So, now an Institutional ID field will be added to all SFA reports: Grade, Enrollment, Award, Disbursement


The Institution provides ID in designated field on SFA reports

ID will be stored in Oracle

When provided, ID will appear on all future SFA reports and in MAAPP

The field has actually already been added to MAAPP, even though we aren’t using it quite yet. 



Institutional Resources
• Information for Institutional Financial Aid Administrators: 

https://www.msfinancialaid.org/institutional-info/
• Policies and Procedures Manual: 

https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-
procedures-manual/

• Part 605 – General Administration Rules and Regulations

• MAAPP: https://maapp.msfinancialaid.org/#/account/login
• SFA Office Contacts: 

• Beverly Jackson – bjackson@mississippi.edu
• Brandon Johnson - bjohnson@mississippi.edu

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide is just a short list of the online resources we provide for our institutional partners.  We do our very best to list on our website every bit of information we communicate with you.  

Information that has to do with institutional reporting can be found on the Institutional Resources pages. I want to point out that the Institutional Deadlines document has been updated, so please check that out and adhere to it!

Information that is specific to programs can be found on the program pages OR in the program specific rules and regulations, which are compiled in the Policies and Procedures Manual.

Also, Part 605 of the P&P is the General Administration Rules.  This is the section that has the answers to any questions you might have about the application process in general, documents we accept, disbursing funds, returning funds, residency, dependency, etc. 

There is a link to the MAAPP here.  

And finally, I’ve listed the email addresses for Beverly Jackson and Brandon Johnson in our office.  

I know you all may feel more comfortable reaching out to me at times, because you see my face more, and I’m generally the one who reaches out on behalf of the office.  

However, if you have a question about a specific student, or a file, or a specific situation, please start with Beverly or Brandon.  We are a staff of only 7 to handle ALL of state aid, and I have a lot of other responsibilities, including all of our work with the Postsecondary Board and the Legislature, so sometimes I can’t be as responsive as I’d like to be on the day-to-day business.  To ensure that your question is answered promptly, get with Beverly or Brandon.  If the issue ends up being more of a policy question, they’ll get it to me, and I’ll get involved.  
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https://www.msfinancialaid.org/institutional-info/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://maapp.msfinancialaid.org/#/account/login
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Webpage for Institutions

From the SFA Homepage www.msfinancialaid.org/institutional-info/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I just mentioned, we make a webpage available to the institutions with important info for the institutions.  

The red circle on the screenshot on the left shows how to access the “Institutional Information” page from the IHL home page. 

The Institutional Information page has some basic information about submitting grades and the file formats we require.  

Financial aid administrators can also access MAAPP!



General Policies
• Full-time, continuous enrollment
• 12 earned hours = full-time for state aid
• State follows federal guidelines for dependency status
• Residency for state aid is NOT the same as residency for tuition
• State accepts grades/GPA reported by school ONLY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve already discussed some of these, but I want to make you aware of some of the general policies we receive the most questions about.  

Full-time, continuous enrollment (fall and spring) required for state grants

Full time for STATE aid is moving forward will be 12 hours per term!  This is also 12 earned hours, so the student has to complete and PASS the course to get credit.  

State follows federal guidelines for determining dependency status

Residency for state aid is NOT the same as residency for tuition
Tuition waivers
4 years in high school

State accepts grades/GPA reported by school – the Office will NOT calculate GPAs.  Rather, we accept the cumulative GPA as reported by the school.  

If you work in state aid long enough, you may run across some issues with this.  State law requires overall cumulative.  This is not just a state office requirement.  The problem occurs when every school uses a different definition for cumulative GPA.  

Some schools calculate and report a true overall cumulative, while others simply calculate an overall cumulative for the credits earned at that institution.  

Therefore, our policy is that we will accept the cumulative reported by the college.  We are financial aid administrators, not registrars, and we cannot be experts on the grade policies for 30 different institutions.  For that reason, we will NOT calculate GPAs.  

If a student calls us and asks if a summer school class taken at a different institution will help his GPA, we will refer the student back to the college.   Similarly, if a student transfers into your institution from out-of-state or following a break in enrollment, we will rely on you to tell us what courses and GPA you are accepting as their new overall cumulative. 

This is why we ask for the Electronic Grade Verification!  So, if you want a student to be considered for state aid at your institution, you must complete the E-grade verification. 






Residency Documents (2 Required)

Preferred
• FAFSA
• MS Driver’s License

Accepted
• State Income Tax Returns
• Homestead Exemption
• Voter Registration
• Vehicle Registration

Presenter Notes
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Let’s talk a little bit more about documents.  

To be eligible for all programs, each applicant must demonstrate Mississippi residency with two “documents”.  

If a student completes the FAFSA, that is 1st document.

If a student submits a valid driver’s license or MS ID number on the application (verified in real-time data exchange with the MS Dept. of Public Safety), that is the 2nd document.  This is the easiest way for the student to document residency.  

If a student does not do the FAFSA or cannot submit the MS DL/ID, then the student has a few other limited options for documenting residency, such as MS income tax returns, homestead exemption, MS voter registration, or MS vehicle registration.  We do NOT accept utility bills for residency.  

As long as a student stays continuously enrolled without a break of more than a year, the student will only have to document residency the first time they apply for state aid.  They will not have to do residency documentation every year unless there is a break in enrollment. 



Issues for Appeal
• Continuous or full-time enrollment

• Near-degree
• Exceptions considered for one term only
• No appeal will be accepted and no aid will be disbursed for any semester 

carrying less than 6 hours 
• Personal Event

• Serious medical problem, illness, accident, injury, divorce, abuse, death of an 
immediate family member, or military service

• Internship
• Must be required and/or lead to earned credit

• SAP - Will follow institution
• Will NOT hear appeals related to deadline dates, residency, GPA, 

or ACT scores 

Presenter Notes
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You may be wondering what in the world CAN be appealed?

Really, just continuous and/or full-time enrollment and SAP.

For continuous or full-time enrollment, we accept three different types of appeals: 
1. Near-degree
Exceptions will be considered for one term only  
No appeal will be accepted and no aid will be disbursed for any semester carrying less than 6 hours 

2. Personal Event 
Serious medical problem, illness, accident, injury, divorce, abuse, death of an immediate family member, or military service

3. Internship 
Must be required and/or lead to earned credit

If we cancel or deny a state aid award due to a SAP-related reason, but the school determines the student IS making SAP, then we will follow the lead of the school.  

SFA will not accept appeals related to deadline dates.  They are published and we accept no late applications or documents.  

We will not accept appeals related to residency, GPA, or ACT scores.  





When to Return Funds
• If the student withdraws or drops to below full-time status 

before state financial aid funds are disbursed to the student
• “Disbursed”: 

• When the institution makes the funds unconditionally available 
to the student

• If the institution uses its own funds to advance payment of the 
funds

• In no case are funds considered to be disbursed to the student 
before the Office receives verification of enrollment.

Presenter Notes
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This is another common question we get.  When does an institution return funds to the state?  

Disbursing Funds to the Student - Funds are considered to be disbursed to the student at the point at which the institution makes the funds unconditionally available to the student for use in payment of tuition, fees, or other eligible costs of attendance. Funds are considered to be disbursed to the student if the institution uses its own funds to advance payment of the funds and later requests the Board for reimbursement. Funds are not considered to be disbursed if the institution merely waives payment of costs pending receipt of payment from the Office. In no case are funds considered to be disbursed to the student before the Office receives verification of enrollment.

E. Returning Funds to the State - If a student, who is required to maintain continuous full-time enrollment for continued eligibility, withdraws or drops to below fulltime status before state financial aid funds are disbursed to the student, the institution should return the funds to the state. The student will not be eligible for state financial aid for the subsequent term, since he/she did not maintain continuous full-time enrollment. If a student, who is required to maintain continuous full-time enrollment for continued eligibility, withdraws or drops to below full-time status after state financial aid funds are disbursed to the student, the student may keep the funds. However, the student will not be eligible for state financial aid for the subsequent term, since he/she did not maintain continuous full-time enrollment. 



Balancing & Certification

Refund Roster

Balancing Certification Statements WITH 
Refunds

Presenter Notes
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About a year ago, SFA implemented a new balancing certification and refund policy to ensure that refunds are properly credited to the correct student and fund in a timely manner.  

Unfortunately, over the past couple of years, we have experienced a growth in the number of very late refunds, and we have also experienced a heightened level of confusion caused by refunds returned with no student identifying information.  

To address these problems: 

• Every refund MUST be accompanied by a Refund Roster.  Template and instruction document are posted on the Institutional Information page of the SFA website at www.msfinancialaid.org/institutional-info.  

• The Balancing Certification Statement MUST be accompanied by any outstanding refunds.  Currently, institutions may acknowledge a refund is owed during the balancing process but might wait months to return the funds.  Now, if a refund is owed, it must be acknowledged on the Balancing Certification Statement and it must accompany the certification statement. 





Issues 
& 

Reminders

Timeliness of Grade and 
Enrollment Files

Institutional Deadlines Document 
Updated

Utilize Reports & Information 
in MAAPP

Presenter Notes
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Submitting your grade and enrollment files in a timely manner is very important.  Please remember that we cannot pay students until we have grade files from the prior semester and enrollment files for the current semester.  This is particularly important for your FAITH and HELP students, who often need their funds to pay for housing and other expenses to stay in school. 

The Institutional Deadlines Document has been recently updated.  We will be abiding by these deadlines moving forward. 

Also, there are only 7 of us in our office, and only two people managing our systems and data.  We are dealing with about 200,000 ISIRs each year, about 85,000 MAAPPs each year, making more than 26,000 awards each year, and we are interacting with 30 unique institutions.  

Unfortunately, we do not have the resources to run special or ad hoc reports for you.  That is why we try to provide a lot of data to you through MAAPP, and we need for you to find ways to use this data within your own systems.  

I’m going to use Mississippi State as an example, but they aren’t the only ones using MAAPP in this way. If an MSU applicant appears to meet the HELP requirements, they add HELP as a possible award in their aid packages. Then, on April 1, after the online application deadline for HELP, they download a report of all the students with a MAAPP on file against their internal records. If the student doesn’t have a completed MAAPP on file by the March 31 online application deadline, they remove the possible HELP from the award package.  They also use MAAPP to identify students who have an active MAAPP on file but listed the wrong institution and they tell the student how to update that prior to disbursement and cancellation. 

So, I encourage you to find ways to utilize MAAPP to streamline work for yourselves AND to help your students.  



Legislative Hot Topics
MS Promise - Free College

MissCATEE – Free CTE
MS Reconnect – Adult Free College

Loan Repayment Programs

Open Forum
Questions

Issues & Concerns

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Last time we met, I talked to you about plans to request changes to MTAG, known as MTAG  Works.  Unfortunately, there seems to be very little legislative interest in changing MTAG.  Our legislation didn’t go anywhere.  

What we did see a lot of interest in this year were bills for free community college, either for all students, CTE students only, or adult students.  We also saw a lot of interest in new loan repayment programs. 

At this time, I’d like to kind of open the floor.  

What do institutions need from SFA at this time?

How can we ease the burden of administration for state aid?

What questions do you have?




General Contact 
Information

Phone: (601) 432-6997
Toll-free: (800) 327-2980

Web: www.msfinancialaid.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is our general contact information, and we look forward to hearing from you. 

Thank you for having me.  I’ll be around until the end in case anyone has any questions.   
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