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Higher Education 
Legislative Plan for 
Needy Students 
(HELP)

3,635 22,173,500$    See Current Yr See Current Yr  Need/merit hybrid undergraduate grant 
available to MS residents with a minimum 20 
ACT, 2.5 high school GPA, college prep 
curriculum, and financial need seeking a 
bachelor’s degree at MS institutions.  

Full tuition 
and required 
fees

Eight (8) 
semesters / 
twelve (12) 
trimesters

General Funds; 
Fully Funded

Mississippi Eminent 
Scholars Grant 
(MESG)

3,000 7,032,000$      See Current Yr See Current Yr  Merit undergraduate grant available to MS 
residents with a minimum 29 ACT and 3.5 
high school GPA seeking a bachelor’s degree 
at MS institutions.  

Up to 
$2,500/yr

Eight (8) 
semesters / 
twelve (12) 
trimesters

General Funds; 
Fully funded

Mississippi Resident 
Tuition Assistance 
Grant (MTAG)

18,300 10,607,452$    See Current Yr See Current Yr  Residency undergraduate grant available to 
MS residents with a minimum 15 ACT and 
2.5 high school GPA or 2.5 college GPA 
seeking a bachelor’s degree at MS 
institutions.  

Up to $500/yr 
for freshmen 
& 
sophomores; 
$1,000/yr for 
juniors & 
seniors

Eight (8) 
semesters / 
twelve (12) 
trimesters

General Funds; 
Fully Funded

Law Enforcement 
Officers/Firemen 
Scholarship (LAW)

15 169,500$          See Current Yr See Current Yr Undergraduate grant available for 
dependent children/spouses of any MS law 
enforcement officer, full-time fire fighter or 
volunteer fire fighter who suffered fatal 
injuries or wounds or has become 
permanently and totally disabled as a result 
of injuries or wounds which occurred in the 
line of duty. 

Full tuition, 
required fees, 
and average 
cost of 
campus 
housing

Eight (8) 
semesters

General Funds; 
Fully Funded

Nissan Scholarship 
(NISS)

3 27,000$            See Current Yr See Current Yr  Undergraduate grant supported by Nissan 
North America for MS residents attending 
public MS institutions.  Applicants 
participate in competitive application 
process. 

Full tuition, 
required fees, 
and book 
allowance

Eight (8) 
semesters 

Interest income 
from Nissan 
Trust; Funds 
Dependent upon 
Interest Earned 
on Nissan Trust
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Nursing Education 
Forgivable Loan - 
BSN (NELB)

0 -$                   250 1,000,000$        Undergraduate forgivable loan available to 
MS residents seeking a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing at MS institutions. Recipients 
commit to work in professional nursing in 
MS one year for each year of loan received.

Up to 
$4,000/yr, not 
to exceed 
$8,000

Two yrs full-
time;  three yrs 
part-time

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Nursing Education 
Forgivable Loan - RN 
to BSN (NELR)

0 -$                   125 500,000$           Undergraduate forgivable loan available to 
MS residents in RN to BSN programs at MS 
institutions. Recipients commit to work in 
professional nursing in MS one year for each 
year of loan received.

Up to 
$4,000/yr, not 
to exceed 
$8,000

One (1) 
academic year 
for full-time 
students;  two 
(2) academic 
years for part-
time students

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Teacher Education 
Scholars Forgivable 
Loan Program (TES)

8 120,000$          40 600,000$           Undergraduate forgivable loan available to 
students with a minimum 28 ACT seeking a 
bachelor’s degree in education at MS 
institutions. Recipients commit to teach for 
five years in the public school system in the 
MS.

Up to 
$15,000/yr, 
not to exceed 
$60,000

Eight semesters 
/ twelve 
trimesters

General Funds; 8 
Renewals 
Funded 2019 per 
Appropriation

William Winter 
Alternate Route 
Teacher Forgivable 
Loan  (WWAR)

0 -$                   3 12,000$             Undergraduate forgivable loan available to 
MS residents seeking a bachelor’s degree at 
MS institutions.  Recipients commit to obtain 
an alternate route teaching license and 
teach in the public school system in MS one 
year for each year of loan received.

Up to 
$4,000/yr, not 
to exceed 
$8,000 

Four semesters/ 
six trimesters

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

William Winter 
Teacher Forgivable 
Loan (WWTS)

0 -$                   250 1,000,000$        Undergraduate forgivable loan 
availablevailable to MS residents seeking a 
bachelor’s degree in education at MS 
institutions. Recipients commit to teach in 
the public school system in MS one year for 
each year of loan received.

Up to 
$4,000/yr, not 
to exceed 
$8,000 

Four semesters/ 
six trimesters

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019
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Counseling and 
School 
Administration 
Forgivable Loan 
(CSA)

0 -$                   40 92,000$             IHL Board-created forgivable loan availableto 
MS residents seeking a master’s degree in 
education or counseling at MS institutions. 
Recipients must teach in a MS public 
school/district while receiving the loan and 
commit to work one year after degree 
completion.

Reimburse 
$125 per 
graduate 
credit hour

Reimburse no 
more than 
twelve credit hrs 
per semester

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Graduate Teacher 
Forgivable Loan 
(GTS)

0 -$                   90 180,000$            IHL Board-created forgivable loan available 
to MS residents seeking a master’s degree in 
education at MS institutions. Recipients 
must teach in a MS public school/district 
while receiving the loan and commit to 
teach one year after degree completion. 

Reimburse 
$125 per 
graduate 
credit hour

Reimburse no 
more than 
twelve credit 
hours per 
semester

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

SREB Doctoral 
Scholars (SDSP)

0 -$                   2 50,000$             IHL Board-created graduate forgivable loan 
available to minorities seeking a doctoral 
degree in a STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, or mathematics) at JSU, MSU, 
UM, or USM.  Participants must teach full-
time at the collegiate level for one year for 
each year of loan received.

$25,000/yr, 
not to exceed 
$75,000

Three yrs full-
time

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Critical Needs 
Dyslexia Therapy 
Forgivable Loan 
(CNDT)

0 -$                   40 200,000$            Graduate forgivable loan available to MS 
residents seeking a master’s degree in 
dyslexia therapy at MS institutions. 
Recipients must become full-time dyslexia 
therapists in a MS public school/district for 
one year for each year of loan received. 

Tuition, 
materials, and 
required fees

Duration of 
graduate 
program

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Speech-Language 
Pathologist 
Forgivable Loan 
(SLPL)

1 8,750$              8 70,000$             Graduate forgivable loan available to MS 
residents seeking a master’s degree in 
speech-language pathology at MS 
institutions.  Recipients must work as full-
time speech-language pathologists in a MS 
public school/district one year for each year 
of loan received.

Up to tuition 
and required 
fees

Two yrs full-
time;  three yrs 
part-time

General Funds; 1 
Renewal Funded 
in 2019 per 
Appropriation
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Nursing Education 
Forgivable Loan - 
MSN (NELM)

0 -$                   125 500,000$            Graduate forgivable loan for MS residents 
seeking MSN at MS institutions. Recipients 
commit to work in professional nursing in 
MS one year for each year of loan received. 

Up to 
$4,000/yr, not 
to exceed 
$8,000

Two yrs full-
time;  three yrs 
part-time

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Nursing Education 
Forgivable Loan - RN 
to MSN (NERM)

1 1,500$              15 60,000$              Graduate forgivable loan for MS residents in 
RN to MSN programs at MS institutions.  
Recipients commit to work in professional 
nursing in MS one year for each year of loan 
received. 

Up to 
$4,000/yr, not 
to exceed 
$12,000

Three yrs full-
time;  four yrs 
part-time

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Nursing Education 
Forgivable Loan - 
Ph.D./DNP (NELP)

0 -$                   30 150,000$            Graduate forgivable loan for MS residents 
seeking PhD or DNP in nursing at MS 
institutions. Recipients commit to work in 
professional nursing in MS one year for each 
year of loan received. 

Up to 
$5,000/yr, not 
to exceed 
$10,000 

Two yrs full-
time;  four yrs 
part-time

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Nursing Teaching 
Stipend (NTSP)

0 -$                   25 300,000$            Graduate forgivable loan for MS residents 
seeking a MSN or nursing doctorate at MS 
institutions. Recipients must teach in a MS 
school of nursing two years for each year of 
loan received. 

$1,000/mo, 
not to exceed 
one yr or 
$12,000

Up to one 
calendar yr

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

SREB Regional 
Contract Program 
(SREB)

36 691,200$          See Current Yr See Current Yr  Graduate forgivable loan for MS residents 
seeking to become doctors of optometry at 
out-of-state institutions.  Recipients must 
work as optometrists in MS one year for 
each year of loan received. 

Determined 
annually by 
SREB

Up to four yrs General Funds; 
Fully Funded per 
2019 
Appropriation

Veterinary Medicine 
Minority Forgivable 
Loan Program 
(VMMP)

0 -$                   5 100,000$           IHL Board-created graduate forgivable loan 
for minority students pursuing Veterinary 
Medicine at MSU. Recipients work in MS one 
year for each year of loan received.

Up to full 
tuition and 
required fees

Up to four (4) 
years

General Funds; 
Not Funded in 
2019

Other Programs
Mississippi Teacher 
Loan Repayment 
(MTLR)

0 -$                   200 600,000$            Loan repayment to help teachers repay 
undergraduate loans if they hold an 
Alternate Route Teaching License and teach 
in a MS Teacher Critical Shortage Area 
(geographic or subject area). 

Up to 
$3,000/yr 
repayment of 
undergrad 
loans

Up to four yrs General Funds; 
Not CURRENTLY 
Funded per Code
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Southeast Asia 
POW/MIA Grant

N/A N/A N/A N/A  Undergrad grants for children of 
servicemen POW/MIA in wars in Southeast 
Asia.  

N/A N/A General Funds; 
No Eligible 
Applicants

Summer 
Developmental 
Pragram Grant 
(SUMD)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Undergrad grant for MS residents in 
Summer Developmental Programs with 
financial need.

N/A N/A General Funds; 
Discontinued

GEAR UP Mississippi 
Scholarship - Cohort 
2 (GUMS)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Undergrad grant for students in second 
GEAR UP cohort during high school. 

N/A N/A Federal Funds; 
Discontinued

Graduate Grants
Public Management 
Graduate Intern 
(PMGT)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Public internship/grant for students in 
eligible programs at JSU, MSU, UM, or USM. 

N/A N/A Agency budgets; 
No New Awards 
per 2018 
Appropriation

Undergraduate Forgivable Loans
Assistant Teacher 
Forgivable Loan

N/A N/A N/A N/A  Undergraduate forgivable loan to assist with 
obtaining licensure.   

General Funds; 
Never Funded

Mississippi Teaching 
Fellows Forgivable 
Loan

N/A N/A N/A N/A  Undergrad forgivable loan for MS residents 
seeking a bachelor's degree in education at 
MS institutions.  Recipients commit to teach 
in the public school system in MS four years.    

Up to 
$6,500/yr, not 
to exceed 
$26,000

Four years (eight 
semesters/ 

twelve 
trimesters)

General Funds; 
Never Funded

Critical Needs 
Alternate Route 
Teacher Forgivable 
Loan (CNAR)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Undergrad forgivable loan for students 
seeking bachelor’s in education. Recipients 
committed to teach with alternate route 
license in public schools in a critical shortage 
area (geographic or subject) in MS one year 
for each year of loan.

General Funds; 
Discontinued per 
Code

Critical Needs 
Teacher Forgivable 
Loan (CNTP)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Undergrad forgivable loan for students 
seeking bachelor’s in education. Recipients 
committed to teach in public schools in a 
critical shortage area (geographic or subject) 
in MS one year for each year of loan.

General Funds; 
Discontinued per 
Code
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Health Care 
Professions 
Forgivable Loan 
(HCP)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Undergrad/grad forgivable loan for students 
majoring in speech path., psych., occ. 
therapy, or phys. therapy at UMMC in 
exchange for employment in a state health 
inst. one year for each year of loan.

Up to 
$1,500/yr for 
undergrad; up 
to $3,000/yr 
for graduates

Up to two (2) 
academic years

General Funds; 
No New Awards 
per 2018 
Appropriation

Family Protection 
Specialist Social 
Worker Forgivable 
Loan (SWOR)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Undergrad/grad forgivable loan for family 
protection workers at DHS seeking to 
become licensed (master) social workers.  
Recipients render service as Family 
Protection Specialists or higher for DHS for 
at least three years.

Full tuition 
and fees

Duration of 
degree program

General Funds; 
No New Awards 
per 2018 
Appropriation

Graduate Forgivable Loans
State Dental 
Education Forgivable 
Loan (DENT)

0 -$                   25 650,000$            Grad forgivable loan for students seeking 
doctor of dentistry at UMMC in exchange for 
employment as a general dentist in shortage 
areas in MS. 

Up to full 
tuition and 
required fees

Up to four (4) 
years

General Funds; 
No New Awards 
per 2018 
Appropriation 

State Medical 
Education Forgivable 
Loan (MED)

0 -$                   25 650,000$            Grad forgivable loan for students seeking 
doctor of medicine at UMMC in exchange 
for employment as a primary care physician 
in shortage areas in MS. 

Up to full 
tuition and 
required fees

Up to four (4) 
years

General Funds; 
No New Awards 
per 2018 
Appropriation 

Graduate and 
Professional Degree 
Forgivable Loan 
(STSC)

0 -$                   7 100,000$           Grad forgivable loan for MS residents 
seeking degrees in chiropractic med., 
podiatric med., prosthetics or orthotics at 
out-of-state institutions.  Recipients work in 
MS one year for each year of loan.

Varies: 
$7,000/yr for 
master's to 
$19,000/yr for 
doctoral

Varies according 
to the length of 
the program

General Funds; 
No New Awards 
per 2018 
Appropriation 

Other Programs
Teacher Education 
Scholars Alt. Rte. 
Certification 
Forgivable Loan 
(TESA)

N/A N/A N/A N/A Loan to encourage college grads to obtain 
alternate route teacher certification. 
Recipients must teach in a MS public school 
following certification one year in for each 
year of loan.

Up to 
$5,000/yr

One certification 
program

General Funds; 
Never Funded
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